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March 23, 2009
The British Columbia Schizophrenia Society helps families coping with the most disabling mental illness of all – schizophrenia. Schizophrenia affects 1 in 100 people worldwide. That means there are over 40,000 people with the illness in BC. Our Society is a lifeline to families and friends who care about loved ones with serious brain disorders. We offer support and practical information on how to access proper medical care and other resources. We also provide public education to help change attitudes about mental illness.

I’ve attached a brochure for you that describes what we do in more detail. One program I’m particularly proud of is our award-winning ReachOut Psychosis high school tour. The onset of serious mental illness usually starts between 15–24, so this age group is at highest risk. Our tour travels BC-wide with an entertaining concert format that teaches youth how to spot psychosis symptoms early and get medical help right away. Last year, this program reached over 24,000 youth and our evaluation shows youth are getting the message. Early identification and medical treatment of psychosis is critical to ensuring young people recover as quickly and fully as possible. Like many of our programs, this program literally saves lives. 

This year we are proud to be one of the 2009 recipients for the Endeavour Society annual Gala benefit for the Arts Sciences and Health.  We’re hoping you will be able to donate goods or services to the BC Schizophrenia Society for this wonderful high-profile event. Each year Endeavour hosts an elegant black tie evening of fun and excitement that includes lively auctions, dinner and dancing. All donations are tax deductible, and 100% of the auction price of items donated to the BC Schizophrenia Society will go to us.  The Gala theme for this year is Winterlude, to be held at the Hotel Vancouver on Saturday November 7th, 2009
Donating goods or services to this auction has many advertising benefits for your company. You have an opportunity to expose your business and products to hundreds of high-income Gala attendees – including many Vancouver icons for whom Endeavour’s annual benefit for Arts, Sciences and Health is a “never miss.” Donations and donors are featured in a glossy catalogue delivered ahead of time to all attendees, which they then bring with them to the Gala. Donor names are also included in a full-page ad in the Vancouver Sun. During the Gala evening, multiple auctions take place in various exciting formats, with big-ticket items featured at dinner in an entertaining and lively auction by professional auctioneers from Maynards. We hope you will consider donating generously.  

Given the timing of the Endeavour Gala – in the month before Christmas – donations that make suitable business or holiday gifts are snapped up quickly at auction. Gift baskets or luxury items in the $250-$2000 range are very popular. Items sold in previous years have ranged in value from $20-$65,000, with the most valuable items given additional exposure in the most high profile live auctions. 

I know times are tough. Like families, the BC Schizophrenia Society does what is important and necessary for the people we care about in bad times as well as good. 

To include your donation in this Gala fundraiser, please fill out and fax or send in the attached donation contract. We will also need a description of the donation, including any limitations that may apply on services or gift certificates. Descriptions will be published in the Gala catalogue. Because of the size and complexity of this event, we must have your donation confirmed by June 30th, 2009.   I have attached a photocopied page from the catalogue to give you an idea of length and format. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 604-682-7020 and I will be happy to answer them. You can visit us online at www.bcss.org or call 604-270-7841 or 1-888-888-0029. You can also donate anytime online at www.donate.bcss.org, by phone, or by sending a cheque payable to the BC Schizophrenia Society.

Thank you!

Tracy Dudley
reachout@bcss.org
604-682-7020
British Columbia Schizophrenia Society
604-270-7841 1-888-999-0029

P.S.: To make a donation of goods or services for this prestigious Gala event, please fill out and return the donor contract by June 30th, 2009
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