
 

 
Honourable Adrian Dix, Minister of Health 
Honourable Sheila Malcolmson, Minister of Mental Health and Addictions 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 
 
February 22, 2021  
 
 
 
 
Re: BC Schizophrenia Society  
 
Dear Honourable Ministers:  
 
As members of the BC Schizophrenia Society Medical Advisory Committee, we want to call your 
attention to BC Schizophrenia Society’s (BCSS) request for ongoing funding from the government of 
British Columbia. 
 
BCSS has been in existence since 1982, and like most people affiliated with the organization, we are 
volunteers and donors who understand its crucial mission supporting families affected by schizophrenia 
and other serious mental illnesses. BCSS increases much-needed awareness about these disorders and 
their impacts and helps families learn to navigate BC’s mental health system, and it equips them to work 
alongside medical and rehabilitation teams providing treatment.  Only when affected families and 
mental health practitioners work together do we achieve long-term success for people living with 
serious mental illness. 
 
According to the Canadian Public Health Association, “Canada’s health care system is increasingly reliant 
on informal or voluntary caregivers (those family members and friends who provide a variety of 
supports without remuneration) to support the needs of those with chronic illnesses, those with mental 
illness, and our seniors.”  Many studies have found that there are significant benefits and better long-
term outcomes for both individuals with serious mental illness and the health care system overall when 
families are directly involved. Benefits include:  
 

• Decreased rates of hospitalization and relapse 
• Enhanced adherence to treatment choices 
• Increased rates of recovery 
• Decreased involvement with the criminal justice system 
• Savings to the mental health and addiction systems  

 
Families are an essential component in the network and formation of a broad mental health team, and 
yet they face overwhelming stress when left alone because of the lack of knowledge about and stigma 
of psychosis.  As mental health practitioners, we see first-hand the huge gap BCSS fills in communities. It 
is imperative for community members across our province to continue receiving services from the BC 
Schizophrenia Society for essential guidance, education, and support.  
 
 
 



 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr. Randall White, MD, FRCPC, DFAPA 
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, UBC 
 

 
William G. Honer, MD, FRCPC, FCAHS 
Jack Bell Chair in Schizophrenia 
Professor, Department of Psychiatry, UBC 
 
 
 
Bill MacEwan, M.D., FRCPC 
 
 
 
 
cc:  
Christine Massey, Deputy Minister, Mental Health and Addictions 
Ross Hayward, Executive Director, Mental Health and Substance Use, Ministry of Health 
Gordon Cross, Executive Director, Regional Grants, Ministry of Health 
Gerrit van der Leer, Director, Mental Health and Substance Use, Ministry of Health  
 
 

 


