
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my support of BC Schizophrenia Society’s request for stable and 
consistent funding from the Government of BC. Your government’s ongoing commitment to 
ensuring an affordable and equitable BC is clear and the creation of the Ministry of Mental 
Health and Addictions has helped many people with schizophrenia and psychosis.

I was recently introduced to BCSS and it has been wonderful to find their various avenues of
support and programming. I am a friend and caretaker of an individual living with persistent 
symptoms of schizophrenia. They are severely underhoused living in an unsupportive and 
unhealthy environment in Vancouver's DTES. Over the past four years I have taken on more
of a caretaker role in their life as they have no remaining family. I offer near daily emotional 
support and friendship, as well as financial support to make sure they have their most basic 
needs met, and have also been advocating for them with their case manager for a more 
positive change in terms of their housing situation.

Finding the BCSS' Family Support Group was a huge relief and made me feel so much less 
alone. It can feel incredibly scary and isolating, especially in times of crisis where you don't 
always know the best way to respond or support your loved one. Being able to meet with 
others experiencing similar challenges has been really comforting and informative.

As a newcomer to this organization, I am still learning and connecting with these services - 
however I wish to voice my hope for the continuation and commitment of long term funding 
to ensure that these families and individuals receive critical support as they take care of their
loved one and learn better how to support themselves, too.

Sincerely,

January 19, 2021Lia Hood

New Westminster, BC


